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Foreword
After a successful workshop in Torino, Italy, in 2014, we have tried again to gather 
comparative environmental expertise. By keeping our focus on participation and par-
ticipative instruments in a larger sense and choosing a new perspective on one element 
or medium, water, we wanted to better explore the dif� culties caused by legal guaran-
tees of access to clean water and protection of water bodies in the European Union.

This volume only represents some of the various topics discussed at our workshop 
in Erlangen, Germany, in 2016. There is an interesting emphasis on the ties between a 
possible human right to access to (clean drinking) water and economic approaches to 
privatization, re-municipalisation/re-nationalisation and participation of the people. 
All contributions scrutinise these questions and try to show best practises in various 
Member States of the EU. They show how the use of participatory instruments (e. g. 
under the regime of the Aarhus Convention and Directive 2000/35/EC, but also the 
Water Framework Directive or of national law) can contribute to the protection of 
water resources (ground water, drinking water, rivers, sea water) against pollution, 
loss through economic/transport activities, or to a guarantee of access to (clean) water 
as a common good.

Our aim was to collect information on best practises for the protection of drinking 
water and water bodies in the EU Member States and to highlight innovations in law 
and politics especially as regards participative instruments. By this, we also wanted to 
increase the understanding of the function, the value and the risk of wide participation 
of the public in environmental matters.

Instruments of participation as well as the legal means for the protection of water 
are largely determined by European Union law: This fact renders exchange and com-
parison between the Member States even more important in order to establish a com-
mon interpretation and application in conformity with EU law. The EU Member States 
face similar dif� culties as regards the protection of water bodies and the participation 
of the public, i. e. a look at the use of these provisions in other legal orders may con-
tribute to a re� ection and maybe even modi� cation of the domestic application of law 
and protection of the environment.

The need for protecting regulation and knowledge on how to implement those provi-
sions does not end at the borders, many questions require pan-European solutions. For 
example, the development and commercial use of waterways in Germany affect trade 
routes in many neighbouring states, water scarcity in one of the Member States may 
require help or intervention by the EU or neighbouring Member States. In order to do so 
on a sound basis a comparative approach is needed for creating a shared European 
knowledge in environmental law. This book tries to add a small piece to this big project.
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